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September 20, 2026 

17th Sunday of Pentecost 
8:30am – Livestream & In-person 

11am – In-person 
  

We celebrate an open table for Holy Communion.  Please see the back page for more information. 
Please note that our 8:30am service is Livestreamed and broadcast on our YouTube channel. 

Holy Trinity is “Mask-Friendly” for all activities. Whatever your preference, you are welcome here. 
  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and Lutheran Campus Ministries is located on the original and ancestral homelands 
of the Eno, Lumbee, Shakori, Skaruhreh/Tuscarora peoples, and we acknowledge their presence here since time 

immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have called and continue to call 
this land their home. 

 



PRELUDE​ ​ ​ ​     Prelude and Fugue in D Minor​ ​ ​ ​ ​    Bach  
Billy Summers, Guest Organist 

       
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. 
Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 
let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ​ Commonwealth is God’s Commandment ​ ACS #1036 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE​ ​ ELW p. 175 
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GLORIA​ ​ ELW p. 176 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY​​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot 
rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10—4:11 
A reading from Jonah.  

  3:10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about 
the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them, and he did not do it. 
  4:1 But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord and said, “O 
Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the 
beginning, for I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, 
and relenting from punishment. 3 And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to 
die than to live.” 4 And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5 Then Jonah went out of the city and 
sat down east of the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see 
what would become of the city. 
  6 The Lord God appointed a bush and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, to save 
him from his discomfort, so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 7 But when dawn came up the next day, 
God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God prepared a 
sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might 
die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 
  9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough 
to die.” 10 Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which 
you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11 And should I not be concerned 
about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who 
do not know their right hand from their left and also many animals?”  
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
  
PSALM: Psalm 145:1-8 
1 I will extol you, my God and King, 
  and bless your name forever and ever. 
 2 Every day I will bless you 
  and praise your name forever and ever. 
 3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; 
  his greatness is unsearchable. 
 4 One generation shall extol your works to another 
  and shall declare your mighty acts. 
 5 They will recount the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
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  and on your wondrous works I will meditate. 
 6 They will proclaim the might of your awesome deeds, 
  and I will declare your greatness. 
 7 They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness 
  and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 
 8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:21-30 
A reading from Philippians. 
21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me, 
yet I cannot say which I will choose. 23 I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be 
with Christ, for that is far better, 24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 25 Since I am 
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 
26 so that, by my presence again with you, your boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me. 
  27 Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or 
am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel 28 and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For them, this 
is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29 For he has graciously 
granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, 30 since you are 
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.  

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ ​    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      ELW #179          

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for 
his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3 When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and he said to 
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5 When he went 
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and 
found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 7 They said to 
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8 When evening came, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with 
the last and then going to the first.’ 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received a 
denarius. 10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also 
received a denarius. 11 And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These 
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 
and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 
agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I 
give to you. 15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because 
I am generous?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” ​  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON ​ Pastor Will Rose 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY​ Called to Labor in God’s Vineyard ​     
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APOSTLES’ CREED​   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living  
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING SONG ​ ​ ​     ​ When the Poor Ones ​          by David M. Cherwien (8:30) 

Adult Choir 
When the poor ones, who have nothing, still are giving;​

when the thirsty pass the cup, water to share;​
when the wounded offer others strength and healing:​

we see God, here by our side, walking our way;​
we see God, here by our side, walking our way. 

 
When compassion gives the suffering consolation,​
when expecting brings to birth hope that was lost;​
when we choose love, not the hatred all around us;​

we see God, here by our side, walking our way,​
we see God, here by our side, walking our way. 
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When our spirits, like a chalice, brim with gladness,​
when our voices, full and clear, sing out the truth,​

when our longings, free from envy, seek the humble,​
we see God, here by our side, walking our way,​
we see God, here by our side, walking our way. 

 
When the goodness poured from heaven fills our dwellings,​

when the nations work to change war into peace,​
when the stranger is accepted as our neighbor,​
we see God, here by our side, walking our way,​
we see God, here by our side, walking our way. 

 
Wade in the Water ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      Hayes (11)​         

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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HOLY HOLY HOLY​ ​ ELW pg. 181​  
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and the suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
And unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
Thanks be to God. 
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LAMB OF GOD​ ​ ELW #182​  
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COMMUNION HYMN​ Bread of Life From Heaven ​ ELW #474 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen. 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN​ ​ ​         Take My Life and Let It Be ​ ​ ​ ​      ELW #583 
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DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE ​ ​             ​            Postlude on ‘Hyfrydol’         ​ ​ ​                          Young 
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Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
 
The Altar Flowers for today’s worship service have been given by Jamie Rae Shaffer-Williams in honor of 

Mimi and Pop’s (Christy and Joel’s) wedding anniversary. 
 
 
Permission to reprint/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-712812. All rights reserved. Permission to stream liturgy and 
hymnody under Augsburg Fortress copyright or administration is granted by Sundaysandseasons.com subscription. 
CCLI License # 2001465. Permission to stream songs under the SongSelect® is granted by CCLI Streaming License # 20670071.  All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
 
 

If you see a blank below, it means we don’t have anyone currently signed up for that role! Please 
consider it an invitation if you’d be willing to serve. 

 
THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20: 

The Altar Guild and Communion Assistants are Kathy Dennis and Chuck Matrazzo (8:30) and Andrea 
Narbut and Char Clendaniel (11).  

The ushers are Char and Rick Clendaniel  (11). 
The Assisting Ministers are ________________  (8:30) and Beth Evans (11).  

The lectors are Sally Bond (8:30) and Sofia Mourtisen (11). 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27: 
The Altar Guild and Communion Assistants are Bruce and Cheryl Allen (8:30) and  

Sarah Zink and Dave Erb(11).  
The usher is James Barrett (11). 

The Assisting Ministers are Sylvia Black (8:30) and _______________ (11).  
The lectors are Susan Bales (8:30) and Sarah Zink (11). 

 
The communion bread for the month of September was baked by Katie Engel. 

 
This Week’s Anniversaries  
September 21 ​ Christy and Joel Shaffer 
​ ​ ​ Richard and Sarah Zink 
September 23 ​ John and Linda Eads 
September 24 ​ Kathy and Mark Coulter 
 
This Week’s Birthdays  
September 22 ​ William Arey V 
September 23 ​ David Morgan 
September 25 ​ Xavier Binkowski 
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Parish Pastor                                              Rev. William N. Rose III                                     (803) 237-6356 

    ​ prwill@holytrinitychapelhill.org   

Campus Pastor                  ​ Rev. Katie Elkin Ziehr                                        (704) 773-6557 

​ prkatie@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Minister of Discipleship​ Deacon Holly Shipley                                        (859) 433-5102 

​ hshipley@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Director of Worship and Music​ Megan Mash                                                       (816) 223-1953 

​ mmash@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Office Manager      ​ Grace French                                                      (919) 942-2678 

​ htlc@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Financial Records Assistant ​ Toni Lehman                                                       (919) 942-2678 

 
Ministry Center & Mailing Address​ 300 E. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
Worship Center                                  ​ 227 E. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
​ Office:  (919) 942-2678 
Office Hours          ​ Monday – Thursday, 9:00am – 3:00pm 
​ Friday 9:00am- 1:00pm  
 

In case of emergency, please call either Pastor directly. 
www.holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Instagram: @unc_lcm @htlc_youth @holytrinitychapelhill 
Facebook: Holy Trinity Lutheran – Chapel Hill 

YouTube: Holy Trinity Chapel Hill 
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Welcome to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and Lutheran Campus Ministry! 
We are so glad you chose to worship with us, and we hope you experience the love and grace of 
God in our midst. Please fill out the “Worship Record Sheet” to record your attendance and 
explore ways to engage with our community of faith by using the QR code or paper sheet. 
Please sign up for our weekly Email Newsletter by visiting our website at 
www.holytrinitychapelhill.org, and subscribe to our YouTube channel at “Holy Trinity Chapel 
Hill”. Let us know if you have any prayer requests and how we can support you in your faith 
journey, either by talking to a Pastor or a Stephen Minister.  
 
Reconciling In Christ 
Jesus reached across all boundaries to make God’s love known. In our baptismal covenant, we 
are called to “serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace 
in all the earth (ELW pg. 236).” As a Reconciling In Christ church, we at Holy Trinity welcome 
people of every age and ability, race, culture, religion, class, marital status, gender identity, 
gender expression, and sexual orientation. We are committed to growing our understanding of 
systemic racism and its consequences, becoming anti-racist, and advocating for justice and fairness for all people.  
 
Children and Worship​
We welcome children in worship and invite them to participate throughout the service. Children are invited 
to check out our Exploration Station in the Narthex and fill up a Busy Bag for activities during worship. If your 
child needs some time away from the service, there is a “Cry Room” (glass room near the Sanctuary, towards 
the Rosemary Street entrance) that’s staffed during the academic year.  The service is able to be heard through 
speakers in the Cry Room. There is also a Nursery room in the back hallway (behind the organ) where children can 
play with parental supervision. 
 
Holy Communion 
At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel. 
Believing in the real presence of Christ, HTLC practices Eucharistic hospitality: The Risen Christ welcomes all, 
therefore all are welcome to commune here. Receive the bread first, then the individual glasses containing (red) 
wine or (white) apple juice. Allergen-free communion wafers are available at the station in front of the altar.  Those 
desiring not to commune may fold their hands to receive a blessing.  Please let an usher or pastor know if you need 
communion brought to you at your seat. 
 
Offering 
In response to God’s unconditional love, we offer “what God has first given us; ourselves, our time and our 
possessions… in feeding the world with God’s love (ELW pg. 107).” There are many ways to give at Holy Trinity: 
online through our website, mailing in your offering, placing your offering in our offering plates in our Worship 
Center, automatic bank withdraws, through the QR code in this worship bulletin, text to give at (833) 309-0136, 
or by Venmo, our handle is @htlclcm (Charity - Holy Trinity Lutheran Church). All contributions via text or 
Venmo will go to the HTLC general budget fund. Thank You!  
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry at Holy Trinity 
LCM is a community where ALL are welcome. We seek to accompany students as they encounter increased 
complexities in life, faith, relationships, and academics here at UNC. If you are (or you know) a student who is 
interested in getting connected with Campus Ministry, please get in touch with Pastor Katie by emailing her 
directly, or by using the QR code above to fill out the Worship Record Sheet. Mark “student” and/or “grad student,” 
leave an email/phone number, and Pastor Katie will reach out! 
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	SERMON ​Pastor Will Rose 

