
 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
and Lutheran Campus Ministry 

300 E. Rosemary St., Chapel Hill, NC 
919-942-2678 | holytrinitychapelhill.org  

 
September 27, 2026 

18th Sunday of Pentecost 
8:30am – Livestream & In-person 

11am – In-person 
  

We celebrate an open table for Holy Communion.  Please see the back page for more information. 
Please note that our 8:30am service is Livestreamed and broadcast on our YouTube channel. 

Holy Trinity is “Mask-Friendly” for all activities. Whatever your preference, you are welcome here. 
  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and Lutheran Campus Ministries is located on the original and ancestral homelands 
of the Eno, Lumbee, Shakori, Skaruhreh/Tuscarora peoples, and we acknowledge their presence here since time 

immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have called and continue to call 
this land their home. 

 



PRELUDE​ ​ ​ ​                      He Is Lord ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  (8:30) 
8:30 Musicians 

He is Lord, he is Lord;​
he is risen from the dead, and he is Lord;​

Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess​
that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

 
He is love, he is love;​

he has shown us by his life that he is love;​

all his people sing with one voice of joy​
that Jesus Christ is love. 

 
He is life, he is life;​

he has died to set us free and he is life;​
and he calls us all to live evermore​

for Jesus Christ is life. 
 

Prelude in Db Major ​​ ​ by Robert D. Vandall (11)     
 
WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who pours love into our hearts 
and healing upon the earth. Amen. 
 
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 
in the world and in our own hearts. 
Creation groans from overuse. 
Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 
to others. 
Turn our hearts back to you. 
Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 
Renew us to live as your holy people, 
following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: 
We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnation, 
but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN ​ The Trumpets Sound, The Angels Sing​  ELW #531 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 

3 



KYRIE​ ​ ELW p. 175 

 

4 



 
 
GLORIA​ ​ ELW p. 176 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY​​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace through struggles, keep us 
from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
A reading from Ezekiel.  

  1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land 
of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says 
the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of 
the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die. 
  25 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not 
your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, 
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked 
turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their 
life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, 
they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O 
house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. 
Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you 
all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 
GOD. Turn, then, and live.  
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
  
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9 
1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
 2 O my God, in you I trust; 
  do not let me be put to shame; 
  do not let my enemies exult over me. 
 3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
  let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
 4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; 
  teach me your paths. 
 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; 
  for you I wait all day long. 
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6 Be mindful of your mercy, O LORD, and of your steadfast love, 
  for they have been from of old. 
 7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 
  according to your steadfast love remember me, 
  for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 
 8 Good and upright is the LORD; 
  therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
 9 He leads the humble in what is right 
  and teaches the humble his way.  
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
A reading from Philippians. 
1 If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit, any 
tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of 
others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6 who, though he existed in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be grasped, 
 7 but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  assuming human likeness. 
 And being found in appearance as a human, 
  8 he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every other name, 
 10 so that at the name given to Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11 and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
  12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but much more 
now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who is at work in 
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ ​    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      ELW #179          

 
GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by 
what authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” 
And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not 
believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a 
prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things. 
  28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.’ 29 He answered, ‘I will not,’ but later he changed his mind and went. 30 The father went to 
the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the 
will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and 
even after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him. ​  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON ​ Deacon Holly Shipley 
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HYMN OF THE DAY​ You Lord Are Both Lamb and Shepherd ​ ACS #954  
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APOSTLES’ CREED​   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MINISTRY MOMENT 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING SONG ​ ​ ​     ​ As For Me & My House ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  (8:30) 

8:30 Musicians 
Let our foundation be 
Built on your majesty 

Let every word you speak 
Fill this home 

Jesus our cornerstone 
The anchor for our souls 
Your glory will be shown 

By our love 
 

As for me and my house 
As for me and my house 

We will serve you 
Yeah we will serve you 

As for me and my house 
There's no turning back now 

We will serve you 
Yeah we will serve you 

 
We stand on holy ground 

This is where lost get found 
Your goodness all around 

It's pouring out 
Your presence is new wine 

The old is left behind 
There's nothing but new life 

To be found 

10 



This is a house where idols fall 
This is a house where dead men walk 
This is a house where freedom calls 

Can you hear it now hear it now 

 
 
 

CCLI Song # 7149464 
Austin Adamec | Lindsey Adamec | Rhyan Shirley | Travis Ryan 

© Integrity's Alleluia! Music; Integrity's Praise! Music; Rhyan Shirley Pub; The Worship Society 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 2001465 

 
   Now to Praise the Name of Jesus ​      by Michael Bedford (11) 

Adult Choir 
Now to praise the name of Jesus, 

Now to bow before his throne; 
In this blessed hour of sharing 

We are one in him alone; 
Alleluia, blessed Savior, 

Make us evermore your own. 
 

Now to come before the Table, 
Now the Spirit from above; 

Bread and wine in fullest measure, 

Prayers ascending as a dove: 
Alleluia, gracious Savior, 
We are sanctified in love. 

 
Now the voice of every Christian 
Soars to heaven with the song; 

Heavenly hosts and choirs of angels 
Now make haste to join the throng: 

Alleluia, living Savior, 
We will serve you all alone. Amen. 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of creation, 
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
All blessings are from you; 
make us generous with what we have. 
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 
today and always. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise 
to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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HOLY HOLY HOLY​ ​ ELW pg. 181​  
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and the suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 
And unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
Thanks be to God. 

13 



LAMB OF GOD​ ​ ELW #182​  
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COMMUNION HYMN​ Take, O Take Me As I Am ​ ELW #814 

 

 
Show Us the Path of Life 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, 
in the body of Christ Jesus.  
Amen. 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances 
through the interceding of the Spirit.  
Amen. 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN​ ​ ​  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ​ ​ ​      ELW #712 
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DISMISSAL 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE ​ ​             ​ ​         Beach Spring ​ ​ ​ ​          arr. John Carter          
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Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
 
The Altar Flowers for today’s worship service have been given by Charlie Cleary in honor of Mary-Cassie’s 

birthday. 
 
Permission to reprint/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-712812. All rights reserved. Permission to stream liturgy and 
hymnody under Augsburg Fortress copyright or administration is granted by Sundaysandseasons.com subscription. 
CCLI License # 2001465. Permission to stream songs under the SongSelect® is granted by CCLI Streaming License # 20670071.  All rights reserved. 
www.ccli.com 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
 

If you see a blank below, it means we don’t have anyone currently signed up for that role! Please 
consider it an invitation if you’d be willing to serve. 

 
THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27: 

The Altar Guild and Communion Assistants are Bruce and Cheryl Allen (8:30) and  
Sarah Zink and Dave Erb (11).  

The usher is James Barrett (11). 
The Assisting Ministers are Sylvia Black (8:30) and Arty Bolick (11).  

The lectors are Chuck Matrazzo (8:30) and Sarah Zink (11). 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4: 
The Altar Guild and Communion Assistants are Stephanie Rube and Jim Holloway (8:30) and Ed and 

Kathleen Collins (11).  
The usher is ___________ (11). 

The Assisting Ministers are _______________ (8:30) and Arty Bolick (11).  
The lectors are Susan Bales (8:30) and Louie Rivers IV (11). 

 
The communion bread for the month of September was baked by Katie Engel. 

 
This Week’s Anniversaries 
October 1 ​ Cam and Carol Enarson 
October 2 ​ Cowan and Erika Griffin 
​ ​ Alex and Lynne Franke 
​ ​ Courtni and Phillip Nasseri 
October 4 ​ Anthony and Kirsten Clayton 
 
This Week’s Birthdays  
September 29 ​ Mary-Cassie Shaw 
​ ​ ​ Katie Elkin Ziehr 
September 30 ​ Finn Quirk 
October 1 ​ ​ Nancy Belding 
​ ​ ​ Bengt Levin 
 

October 2 ​ ​ Christy Gannon 
​ ​ ​ Will Carrick 
October 3 ​ ​ Garry Somers 
October 4 ​ ​ Sofia Mouritsen 
​ ​ ​ Alex Brown 
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Parish Pastor                                              Rev. William N. Rose III                                     (803) 237-6356 

    ​ prwill@holytrinitychapelhill.org   

Campus Pastor                  ​ Rev. Katie Elkin Ziehr                                        (704) 773-6557 

​ prkatie@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Minister of Discipleship​ Deacon Holly Shipley                                        (859) 433-5102 

​ hshipley@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Director of Worship and Music​ Megan Mash                                                       (816) 223-1953 

​ mmash@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Office Manager      ​ Grace French                                                      (919) 942-2678 

​ htlc@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Financial Records Assistant ​ Toni Lehman                                                       (919) 942-2678 

 
Ministry Center & Mailing Address​ 300 E. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
Worship Center                                  ​ 227 E. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
​ Office:  (919) 942-2678 
Office Hours          ​ Monday – Thursday, 9:00am – 3:00pm 
​ Friday 9:00am- 1:00pm  
 

In case of emergency, please call either Pastor directly. 
www.holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Instagram: @unc_lcm @htlc_youth @holytrinitychapelhill 
Facebook: Holy Trinity Lutheran – Chapel Hill 

YouTube: Holy Trinity Chapel Hill 
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Welcome to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and Lutheran Campus Ministry! 
We are so glad you chose to worship with us, and we hope you experience the love and grace of 
God in our midst. Please fill out the “Worship Record Sheet” to record your attendance and 
explore ways to engage with our community of faith by using the QR code or paper sheet. 
Please sign up for our weekly Email Newsletter by visiting our website at 
www.holytrinitychapelhill.org, and subscribe to our YouTube channel at “Holy Trinity Chapel 
Hill”. Let us know if you have any prayer requests and how we can support you in your faith 
journey, either by talking to a Pastor or a Stephen Minister.  
 
Reconciling In Christ 
Jesus reached across all boundaries to make God’s love known. In our baptismal covenant, we 
are called to “serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace 
in all the earth (ELW pg. 236).” As a Reconciling In Christ church, we at Holy Trinity welcome 
people of every age and ability, race, culture, religion, class, marital status, gender identity, 
gender expression, and sexual orientation. We are committed to growing our understanding of 
systemic racism and its consequences, becoming anti-racist, and advocating for justice and fairness for all people.  
 
Children and Worship​
We welcome children in worship and invite them to participate throughout the service. Children are invited 
to check out our Exploration Station in the Narthex and fill up a Busy Bag for activities during worship. If your 
child needs some time away from the service, there is a “Cry Room” (glass room near the Sanctuary, towards 
the Rosemary Street entrance) that’s staffed during the academic year.  The service is able to be heard through 
speakers in the Cry Room. There is also a Nursery room in the back hallway (behind the organ) where children can 
play with parental supervision. 
 
Holy Communion 
At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel. 
Believing in the real presence of Christ, HTLC practices Eucharistic hospitality: The Risen Christ welcomes all, 
therefore all are welcome to commune here. Receive the bread first, then the individual glasses containing (red) 
wine or (white) apple juice. Allergen-free communion wafers are available at the station in front of the altar.  Those 
desiring not to commune may fold their hands to receive a blessing.  Please let an usher or pastor know if you need 
communion brought to you at your seat. 
 
Offering 
In response to God’s unconditional love, we offer “what God has first given us; ourselves, our time and our 
possessions… in feeding the world with God’s love (ELW pg. 107).” There are many ways to give at Holy Trinity: 
online through our website, mailing in your offering, placing your offering in our offering plates in our Worship 
Center, automatic bank withdraws, through the QR code in this worship bulletin, text to give at (833) 309-0136, 
or by Venmo, our handle is @htlclcm (Charity - Holy Trinity Lutheran Church). All contributions via text or 
Venmo will go to the HTLC general budget fund. Thank You!  
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry at Holy Trinity 
LCM is a community where ALL are welcome. We seek to accompany students as they encounter increased 
complexities in life, faith, relationships, and academics here at UNC. If you are (or you know) a student who is 
interested in getting connected with Campus Ministry, please get in touch with Pastor Katie by emailing her 
directly, or by using the QR code above to fill out the Worship Record Sheet. Mark “student” and/or “grad student,” 
leave an email/phone number, and Pastor Katie will reach out! 
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	SERMON ​Deacon Holly Shipley 

