HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH LIBRARY, CHAPEL HILL, NC
BOOKS ABOUT RACIAL AND SOCIAL JUSTICE    Updated, February 24, 2026
These books are in the Conference Room Library in the new building.  Simply take a book and return it when you are able.  This part of the library is sponsored by the Racial and Social Justice Ministry Team.
       **Books for children    ^^Books about North Carolina   ~~by Lutheran author

^^Black and White by Lewis Shiner is a “page turner” novel set in Durham NC. 
Black Liturgies by Cole A. Riley. Poems, prayers and meditations for “staying human”.
Caste by Pulitzer Prize winner Isabel Wilkerson looks at the “unspoken caste system” in the US and how our lives continue today to be shaped by it. Considered an American classic.
Critical Race Theory, An Introduction by Richard Delago and Jean Stefancic. A look at CRT and its perspective on racism in prisons, courts, schools, media and healthcare. 
~~Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the US by Pastor Lenny Duncan who looks at the relationship between diversity and vitality in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (ELCA).
Deep is the Hunger by Howard Thurman. Devotions looking at history and the inner self.
Deep River and the Negro Spiritual Speaks of Life and Death by Howard Thurman examines slave songs and hymns as “watering places” for the spirit. 
^^Democracy Betrayed by John Hope Franklin.  Essays about the Wilmington massacre.
Democracy and the Soul of American by Howard Thurman on the nature of democracy.
^^Eno River Journal. Volume 10, No. 1. Ribbons of Color: The History of African Americans and People of Color Living Along the Eno River are the stories of many who lived in the watershed of the Eno. The articles include family stories and interviews about beadwork, music, war, and faith as well as the local people who took their place in the history of the river. 

**Howard Thurman’s Great Hope by Kai Jackson Issa highlight’s Thurman’s childhood.
^^If You Were Not Born Black by Curtis Jackson, a North Carolinian who uses poems, stories & beautiful photos in a coffee table size book that highlight inequities and hope.
Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson, an attorney who founded the Equal Just Initiative. His defense of the poor and those condemned wrongly transformed his understanding of mercy and justice.   Read the book even if you saw the movie. 
Meditations of the Heart by Howard Thurman. Short devotions on a variety of topics on relationships, hope, and struggles.  These meditations are uplifting and challenging. 
^^Migrant God by Isaac Samuel Villegas.  Pastor Villegas shares his moving stories about immigrants in Durham where he shepherds a Mennonite congregation and throughout the US as he studied immigration at the borders.  “A stirring read for anyone who wants to shift conversations about immigration toward a more holistic Christian vision.”
**Mother Crocodile by Birago Diop.  This African Folk tale from Senegal can be read as a “cautionary folktale or as a symbolic retelling of the history of Africa”.
My Grandmother’s Hands by Resma Menakem looks at generational trauma and healing.
Proud Shoes: The Story of an American Family by Pauli Murray.  A true story of slavery and survival in the South from pre-Civil War through reconstruction, as Murray tells the story of her maternal grandparents.
Soul City: Race, Equality, and the Lost Dream of an American Utopia by Thomas Healy. The true story of the attempt to build a city based on racial equality in the heart of Klan Country.
**Squizzy the Black Squirrel: A Fabulous Fable of Friendship by Chuck Stone.  Marcus – age 7 - befriends the only black squirrel in the park, learning about animals and people of different colors.
Survival Math by Mitchell Jackson is a poignant story of a young man who overcomes “staggering odds”. 

^^The Best of Enemies: Race and Redemption in the New South by Osha Gray Davidson. The true story of C. P. Ellis, a poor white man who joined the Klan when he was young and Ann Atwater, a single black woman who quit her job to work for civil rights. “A friendship that defied all odds” takes place in Durham NC.  Also, a good movie!
The Cross and the Lynching Tree by Jame H. Cone explores the spiritual world of black people. He looks at lynchings in connection to the crucifixion of Jesus.
The Great Shame by Thomas Keneally.  After painstaking research, the author tells the stories starting with his homeland – Australia – and continuing in Ireland, Britain and in the United States. His ancestor John Keneally was part of the US Irish Brigade who fought for freedom.  The author looks at “failure, survival and injustice” as shames.
The Sweeter Juice: A Family Memoir in Black and White by Shirlee Taylor Haizlip. This true family story is about confronting the past even when it’s tangled because some black family chose to “pass” as white, and others did not. 
^^The Dry Grass of August by Anna Jean Mayhew is a novel set in Charlotte NC looking at segregation through the eyes of a 13-year-old and her family’s black maid.
The Firebrand and the First Lady: A Portrait of Friendship by Patricia Bell-Scott. The true story of Pauli Murray and Eleanor Roosevelt who were friends for over 25 years after Murray wrote a letter to the First Lady about civil rights in the US.  
The Missouri Compromise and Its Aftermath: Slavery and the Meaning of America by Robert Pierce.  This book looks carefully at the impact of Missouri being allowed to join the Union with slavery.  Forbes reveals a “surprising national consensus against slavery a generation before the Civil War, which was fractured by the controversy over Missouri.” 
The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander.  The book challenges “the notion that the election of Barack Obama signals a new era of colorblindness”. 
The Social Teaching of the Black Churches by Peter Paris.  Professor Paris examines black church teachings that reveals black social ethics.  He says that the ethics aren't "abstract moral principles, but sociopolitical quests for liberation and freedom."
The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson is a narrative nonfiction that won the Pulitzer Prize. It looks at the exodus of 6 million people 1915 – 1970.
Transforming: The Bible & the Lives of Transgender Christians by Austen Hartke who earned an MA degree at Luther Seminary in Old Testament Studies. His book is considered “foundational” for pastors, congregations and individuals wanting to understand transgender and other issues in light of “God’s creative and transforming love.”   Includes a study guide. 
** The Wonderful World of Clothes by Ruth G. Fox was published by UNICEF in 1963. It has lovely colorful pictures highlighting many nationalities.
Thick by Tressie McMillan Cotton looks at black feminism in “incisive, witty” essays. 
Uncomfortable Stories with a Black Man by Emmanuel Acho. Acho was born in the United States of Nigerian parents and played football for the Cleveland Browns. “Nothing is off the table” in this book about racism.
^^Unloose My Heart by Marcia Edwina Herman-Giddens.  The author left the deep South and moved to North Carolina as a young woman.  Later she began to examine her family history that included owning a plantation, mistreating slaves, cruelty and arrogance. She feels indebted to the slaves whom her ancestors exploited. The book is full of heartbreak, grace and love. 
~~US: The Resurrection of American Terror by Lutheran Pastor Rev. Kenneth Wheeler.  Based in Scripture, the book examines white supremacy and what is meant by being created in God’s image. 
^^To Drink from the Well: The Struggle for Racial Equality at the Nation’s Oldest Public University by Geeta N. Kapur who looks at the racial history of UNC Chapel Hill.
Waking Up White by Debby Irving tells her story of grappling with her own racism.  It is “a compelling invitation to learn” according to Episcopalian Bishop Gene Robinson.
^^When Prophets Preach by Rev. Jay Augustine, pastor of St. Joseph AME Church, Durham NC.  The book examines “piety and politics” as complimentary to one another, not in competition. “In addition to being a vehicle for salvation, the church is also supposed to both serve and advocate on behalf of the least of these.  Matthew 25:40”
With Head and Heart by Howard Thurman who is considered the spiritual leader of the civils rights movement. He wrote this autobiography about his personal struggles.
You’ll Never Believe What Happened to Lacey: Crazy Stories about Racism by Amber Ruffin and Lacey Lamar.  Sisters – one in New York and one in Nebraska - tell their stories that make the reader laugh and learn. 
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