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June 7, 2026 

9:30am – Livestream & In-person 
  

We celebrate an open table for Holy Communion.  Please see the back page for more information. 
Please note that our 9:30am service is Livestreamed and broadcast on our YouTube channel. 

Holy Trinity is “Mask-Friendly” for all activities. Whatever your preference, you are welcome here. 
  

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and Lutheran Campus Ministries is located on the original and ancestral homelands 
of the Eno, Lumbee, Shakori, Skaruhreh/Tuscarora peoples, and we acknowledge their presence here since time 

immemorial. We also wish to recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have called and continue to call 
this land their home. 

 



PRELUDE​ ​ ​ ​       Jesu, Meine Freude, BWV 610​ ​ ​                 by J.S. Bach 
Jesus, my joy, my heart’s desire, Jesus, my prize! Ah, how long has my heart been anxious and longed for You! 

           
WELCOME 
 
OPENING LITANY  
With confidence that God listens to us, let us join our voices together to proclaim lament and joy, to 
confess our sins and receive God’s forgiveness, and to celebrate God’s faithfulness which gives us strength 
and courage. 
 
We lament with God’s children who are oppressed. 
How long will we be forgotten and mistreated? 
How long will our enemies prevail? 
How long will justice be delayed? 
 
We confess the ways we have sinned against God and our neighbor. 
We have stayed silent in the face of injustice. 
We have denied members of the body of Christ a place of belonging. 
We have withheld a seat at the table from those we have deemed unworthy. 
 
We seek your forgiveness, Gracious God. 
Show us the ways of justice. 
Teach us a new song. 
Empower us to love more deeply. 
 
Nothing you have done and nothing that has been done to you will ever be able to separate you from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Our God, whose mercies are new every morning, forgives our sins, 
removes our guilt, and frees us from shame. And so: 
 
We rejoice and join our voices together proclaiming: 
“Great is thy faithfulness!” 
“A mighty fortress is our God!” 
“God has done marvelous things!” 
 
We look to you for guidance and strength, Righteous God.  
Embolden us to live courageously. 
Enable us to challenge injustice. 
Show us how to support and celebrate ALL of your children. 
 
We enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and praise.  
Give thanks and bless God’s holy name  
whose steadfast love ensures forever,  
whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  
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GATHERING HYMN ​ The Church’s One Foundation ​ ELW #654 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE​ For the Troubles and the Sufferings of the World​ ACS #1051 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY​​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
God of Beauty, you gather your beloved children into your care, each of us a unique image of you. Your 
expansive love is the foundation through which we can honestly lament and courageously rejoice. 
Strengthen our changing hearts and minds as we are empowered to follow your ways of mercy, justice, 
and joy through your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 
WORD  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 21:8-21 
A reading from Genesis.  

8 Isaac grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9 

But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son 
Isaac. 10 So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son, for the son of this slave woman 
shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” 11 The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his 
son. 12 But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave 
woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be 
named for you. 13 As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your 
offspring.” 14 So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave it to 
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered 
about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

15 When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16 Then she 
went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot, for she said, “Do not let 
me look on the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And 
God heard the voice of the boy, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What 
troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Come, lift up 
the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” 19 Then God opened her 
eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy a drink. 

20 God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness and became an expert with the 
bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

   Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 136:1-9, 13-16, 23-26 
1 O give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good,​
    for the Lord’s steadfast love endures forever.​
2 O give thanks to the God of gods,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever.​
3 O give thanks to the Lord of lords,​
    for the Lord’s steadfast love endures forever; 
4 who alone does great wonders,​
    for the Lord’s steadfast love endures forever; 
5 who by understanding made the heavens,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
6 who spread out the earth on the waters,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
7 who made the great lights,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
8 the sun to rule over the day,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
9 the moon and stars to rule over the night,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
13 who divided the Red Sea in two,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
14 and made Israel pass through the midst of it,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
15 but overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea,​

    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
16 who led God’s people through the wilderness,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever;​
who made water flow from the rock,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
23 It is God who remembered us in our low estate,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
24 and rescued us from our foes,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever; 
25 who gives food to all flesh,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
26O give thanks to the God of heaven,​
    for God’s steadfast love endures forever.                                       
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SECOND READING: Romans 8:31-39 
A reading from Romans. 

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 God who did 
not withhold God’s own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will God not with him also give us 
everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to 
condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also 
intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution 
or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;​
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION​ ​    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​      ELW #205          

 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 12:1-14 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the Sabbath; his disciples were hungry, and 
they began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. 2 When the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, “Look, your 
disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath.” 3 He said to them, “Have you not read what 
David did when he and his companions were hungry? 4 How he entered the house of God, and they ate the 
bread of the Presence, which it was not lawful for him or his companions to eat, but only for the priests? 5 

Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in the temple break the Sabbath and yet 
are guiltless? 6 I tell you, something greater than the temple is here. 7 But if you had known what this 
means, ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. 8 For the Son of 
Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 
​ 9 He left that place and entered their synagogue; 10 a man was there with a withered hand, and they asked 
him, “Is it lawful to cure on the Sabbath?” so that they might accuse him. 11 He said to them, “Suppose one 
of you has only one sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath; will you not lay hold of it and lift it out? 12 

How much more valuable is a human being than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 13 

Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and it was restored, as sound as the 
other. 14 But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him.​ ​  
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON ​ Deacon Holly Shipley 
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HYMN OF THE DAY​  Build a Longer Table ​ ACS# 1062 

​  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10 



APOSTLES’ CREED​   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living  
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION​  
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
MINISTRY MOMENT 
 
RECONCILING IN CHRIST VOICES 
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MEAL 

 
OFFERING SONG​ ​                 ​         God Is Love​        by Benjamin Brody and David Bjorlin 
 

God is love, and love will never harm us, 
though wars still rage and violence will not cease. 

God is love, and love seeks to disarm us, 
for God is love, and love will lead to peace. 

 
God is love, and love will never force us 

to follow orders by divine decree. 
God is love, and love does not coerce us, 
for God is love, and love is always free. 

 

God is love, and love will never shame us 
when we have sinned and fled from God’s embrace. 

God is love, and love runs to reclaim us, 
for God is love and love embodies grace. 

 
God is love, and love will never leave us, 
no matter where we go or why we roam. 
God is love, and love waits to receive us, 

for God is love, and love will be our home. 

Text and Music: © 2021 GIA Publications, Inc.  

Dave writes: Too often across our Christian traditions, the language of love has been used to do damage 
and manipulate people into following the harmful dictates of a church or church leader. In this hymn, I use 
each stanza to first explore what love is not, before coming to the affirmation of what love is. 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
And with those whose hands brought these gifts to us. 
And also with them. 
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, so we thank you, God, for your creation. 
For your creation, thanks. 
For you so loved the world, you gave us your Christ child; thank you god, for your salvation. 
For your salvation, thanks. 
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HOLY HOLY HOLY​ ​ ELW pg. 207​

 
Our story begins with a seed in the ground, watered, tended, and harvested with human hands. 
Make us one in you. 
The wheat is prepared for baking by the craft of human hands. 
Make us one in you. 
This is the bread Jesus blessed, broke, and shared, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
Make us one in you. 
Similarly, in the vineyard, the seed was sown, watered, tended, and harvested by human hands. 
Make us one in you. 
The grapes were crushed, the juice collected, by the craft of human hands. 
Make us one in you. 
This is the wine Jesus blessed, poured, and shared, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
Make us one in you. 
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Christ was sown 
Christ was reaped 
Christ will nourish again 
This is the mystery of our faith 
Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again 
 
Transforming spirit, we ask your blessing upon the workers in the field and the vineyard, the laborers 
who prepared and brought these gifts to us and upon your community gathered here, transform these 
common elements, we pray. 
We praise you, O God, it is from you that these blessings flow. 
We praise you, O God, for your people. 
We honor you Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
God calls your name and there is room for all. Come, all of you, to Christ’s table. 
Thanks be to God. 
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LAMB OF GOD​ ​ ELW #208​  
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COMMUNION HYMN       ​ For Everyone Born 
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I am the Bread of Life ​ ​ ​ ​      ELW# 485 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, 
through the gifts of bread and wine 
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus,  
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

SENDING 
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
Tessa Allen, Elise Hochberg, Bengt Levin, Samantha Neppl, Cannon Stoen, and Joey Turek 
 
BLESSING 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
☩ one God, 
bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN    ​ ​                Love Divine All Loves Excelling​ ​ ​ ​      ELW #631 
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DISMISSAL 
Go courageously proclaiming God’s love.  
We are loved! Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE ​ ​ ​       ​ ​      Foundation ​ ​ ​ ​     by Roger Summer 
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Thank you for worshiping with us today! 
 

The Altar Flowers for today’s worship service have been given by Fred and Sylvia Black in honor of their 
58th anniversary. 

 
Permission to reprint/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-712812. All rights reserved. Permission to 
stream liturgy and hymnody under Augsburg Fortress copyright or administration is granted by Sundaysandseasons.com subscription. 
CCLI License # 2001465. Permission to stream songs under the SongSelect® is granted by CCLI Streaming License # 20670071.  All rights 
reserved. www.ccli.com 
New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Communion liturgy: Cláudio Carvalhaes, Liturgies from Below:Praying with People at the Ends of the World (Abingdon Press: Nashville, 
2020), 138-139 

 
THIS SUNDAY, JUNE 7: 

The Altar Guild and Communion Assistant and ushers are Karin Pfennig, David Pfennig, Hannah 
Kanwischer, and Cannon Stoen (9:30).  

The Assisting Minister is Sylvia Black (9:30).  
The lector is Frank Taylor (9:30). 

 
NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 14: 

The Altar Guild and Communion Assistant and ushers are Heidi Hobbs and Jim Holloway (9:30).  
The Assisting Minister is Sally Bond (9:30).  

The lector is Bill Johnson (9:30). 
 

 
This Week’s Anniversaries  
June 8  ​ Lars and Jennifer Bishop 
June 10 ​ Fred and Sylvia Black 
June 14 ​ David and Linda Heilig 
 
 
This Week’s Birthdays 
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Parish Pastor                     ​ Rev. William N. Rose III                                     (919) 942-2678 

    ​ prwill@holytrinitychapelhill.org   

Campus Pastor                  ​ Rev. Katie Elkin Ziehr                                        (704) 773-6557 

​ prkatie@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Minister of Discipleship​ Deacon Holly Shipley                                        (859) 433-5102 

​ hshipley@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Director of Worship and Music​ Megan Mash                                                       (816) 223-1953 

​ mmash@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Office Manager      ​ Grace French                                                      (919) 942-2678 

​ htlc@holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Financial Records Assistant ​ Toni Lehman                                                       (919) 942-2678 

 
Ministry Center & Mailing Address​ 300 E. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
Worship Center                                  ​ 227 E. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill, NC  27514 
​ Office:  (919) 942-2678 
Office Hours          ​ Monday – Thursday, 9:00am – 3:00pm 
​ Friday 9:00am- 1:00pm (*Fridays are remote during the ​ ​
​ summer from May 29th-August 16th)  
 

In case of emergency, please call Pastor Katie directly. 
www.holytrinitychapelhill.org 

Instagram: @unc_lcm @htlc_youth @holytrinitychapelhill 
Facebook: Holy Trinity Lutheran – Chapel Hill 

YouTube: Holy Trinity Chapel Hill 
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Welcome to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and Lutheran Campus Ministry! 
 

We are so glad you chose to worship with us, and we hope you experience the love and 
grace of God in our midst. Please fill out the “Worship Record Sheet” to record your 
attendance and explore ways to engage with our community of faith by using the QR 
code or paper sheet. Please sign up for our weekly Email Newsletter by visiting our 
website at www.holytrinitychapelhill.org, and subscribe to our YouTube channel at 
“Holy Trinity Chapel Hill”. Let us know if you have any prayer requests and how we can 
support you in your faith journey, either by talking to a Pastor or a Stephen Minister.  
 
Reconciling In Christ 
Jesus reached across all boundaries to make God’s love known, and in our baptismal covenant we are called to 
“serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth (ELW pg. 236).” 
As a Reconciling In Christ church, we at Holy Trinity welcome people of every age and ability, race, culture, religion, 
class, marital status, gender identity, and sexual orientation.  
 
Children and Worship​
We welcome children in worship and invite them to participate throughout the service. Children are invited 
to check out our Exploration Station in the Narthex and fill up a Busy Bag for activities during worship. If your 
child needs some time away from the service, there is a “Cry Room” (glass room near the Sanctuary, towards 
the Rosemary Street entrance) that’s staffed during the academic year.  The service is able to be heard through 
speakers in the Cry Room. There is also a Nursery room in the back hallway (behind the organ) where children can 
play with parental supervision. 
 
Holy Communion 
At the table of our Lord Jesus Christ, God nourishes faith, forgives sin, and calls us to be witnesses to the Gospel. 
Believing in the real presence of Christ, HTLC practices Eucharistic hospitality: The Risen Christ welcomes all, 
therefore all are welcome to commune here. Receive the bread first, then the individual glasses containing (red) 
wine or (white) apple juice. Allergen-free communion wafers are available at the station in front of the altar.  Those 
desiring not to commune may fold their hands to receive a blessing.  Please let an usher or pastor know if you need 
communion brought to you at your seat. 
 
Offering 
In response to God’s unconditional love, we offer “what God has first given us; ourselves, our time and our 
possessions… in feeding the world with God’s love (ELW pg. 107).”  
There are many ways to give at Holy Trinity: online through our website, mailing in your offering, placing your 
offering in our offering plates in our Worship Center, automatic bank withdraws, through the QR code in this 
worship bulletin, text to give at (833) 309-0136, or by Venmo, our handle is @htlclcm (Charity - Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church). All contributions via text or Venmo will go to the HTLC general budget fund. Thank You!  
 
Lutheran Campus Ministry at Holy Trinity 
LCM is a community where ALL are welcome. We seek to accompany students as they encounter increased 
complexities in life, faith, relationships, and academics here at UNC. If you are (or you know) a student who is 
interested in getting connected with Campus Ministry, please get in touch with Pastor Katie by emailing her 
directly, or by using the QR code above to fill out the Worship Record Sheet. Mark “student” and/or “grad student,” 
leave an email/phone number, and Pastor Katie will reach out! 
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	SERMON ​Deacon Holly Shipley 

